
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No student should be absent from the school unless the parent has 

notified the school of this absence. This includes leaving at lunch. If a 

student is not going to return after lunch, parents should notify the 

school of this absence. 
 

You can call the school at 250-865-4674, use the SchoolMessenger app, or 

email the school at ess.mailing@sd5.bc.ca to report any absence. 
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•Mar 1: No School

•Mar 12: School Jewelry 
display at the school

•Mar 13: PAC Meeting

•Mar 11-15: Course 
selections

•Mar 18 - April 2: Spring 
Break

•April 18: Rockarama!

mailto:ess.mailing@sd5.bc.ca


 

 

Elkford Secondary School 

2500 B Balmer Dr., 

PO Box 910, Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

Phone: 250-865-4674  Fax: 250-865-2915 

Website: http://www.sd5.bc.ca/school/ess 

Thomas Skelton, Principal 

Ryan McAllister, Vice Principal 

Vaping or Smoking is 

Prohibited on all school 

property. If any student 

requires support with 

quitting, please see the 

 School Counselor 

for assistance. 



 

name is Andrew Gulyas 
I have been teaching at 
Elkford Secondary over 
(what feels like many 
years) the past 8 years.  
Recently, my family 
and I took a year off in 
Costa Rica. We 
traveled around the 
country helping sloths 
across the street, 
riding horses, getting 
robbed on the beach 
and surfing 5-7 days a 
week. We learned a little bit of Spanish, investigated 
varying eco systems and swam with sharks and zip lined 
across volcanos. This was a place where my daughters not 
only learned to surf, but learned jujitsu, galloped on 
horses through jungles and over beaches. We lived in a 
place called Tamarindo, where mangos fell from the trees 
and the white sandy beaches were steps from our home. 
After our central America adventure, we are happy to be 
back in Fernie. 
I am an avid skier, “newbie” hunter, enthusiastic mountain 
biker and a lover of our local wilderness. I grew up in 
Kelowna and graduated from Immaculata High School. I 
completed three years in the Canadian army, traveled 
around Canada and the United States sleeping in my car 
skiing and surfing. My wife and I have lived in Australia, 
and England while in university. We decided to make 
Fernie home due to its vibrant mountain culture and epic 
skiing. I truly love working in Elkford and could not be 
happier as the PE teacher for Elkford Secondary School. 
I am excited to be starting the new semester and hope to 
see all my students outside in the local mountains.  

 

My name is Nancy Buchan. My husband and I moved 

to Elkford in the summer of 1990 after completing my 

degree at University of Lethbridge. Having lived in the 

prairies, it was quite a change to be surrounded by the 

mountains. I still remember getting a phone call to 

look out my front window at a moose in our front yard. 

My first job was teaching grade one at Elkford 

Elementary School and from there, I taught a variety of 

grades at Rocky Mountain Elementary, Isabella Dicken 

and Mountainview Elementary. I finally put down roots 

at Elkford Secondary in 2007. It has been exciting to 

teach students of past students and I believe that ESS 

is a hidden treasure at the ‘beginning’ of the road! I 

love that our daughters Shelby and Taylor have 

decided to return to Elkford to pursue their careers. In 

my spare time, I enjoy reading, camping and golf. 

 



 

 



 

 

Check out our new 

 

 



Grade 11 chemistry  

students practiced creating solutions with different molar concentrations to make this rainbow using different 

concentrations of sugar water and food coloring.  

 

 



 

MyEd Family Portal 
Report cards are coming soon. Now is a good time to familiarize yourself with the MyEd Family Portal. Since last year 

our school has done report cards electronically. Thus, cutting our paper waste and reducing the number of students 

that lose them on the way home. If you need any assistance, please feel free to contact us at the office  

250-865-4674.  

 

Click here for Family Portal Information. Also check out the quick notes below. 

file:///S:/Office/MyEd/MyEd%20Family%20Portal/SD%205%20Family-Portal-Instructions-To-Parents%20Edits.pdf


 

Payments 

 
Making payments to the school has never been easier with SchoolCashOnline. Of course, you can still pay the old 

fashion way at the office with Check or Cash. Please see the directions below, to pay any outstanding school fees. 

 

 

 



 

SchoolMessenger / SafeArrival 

 

How to Report an 

Absence 
 

SchoolMessenger SafeArrival 
 

To report an absence to the school you may 

choose any of the following methods:  

 

• call 1-833 566-1225  

• Access the website 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca  

• download App from Apple or Google Play  

 

Please choose the reason for your child’s 

absence from school: sick, appointment, 

family vacation, etc. Don’t forget to wait for 

confirmation # to ensure your child’s 

absence has been recorded. 

How to sign up for SMS 
 

School Messenger SMS 
 

Our district utilizes the School Messenger 

system to deliver text messages, straight to 

your mobile phone with important 

information about events, school closings, 

safety alerts and more.  

 

You can join by sending a text message of 

“Yes” or “Y” to 978338.  

 

Please make sure you are utilizing the 

cellular number that the school has on 

record. The cellular phone number for SMS 

must match the contact information on file. 

 

For more information and detailed instructions visit our support page on the School District 

Website 

http://www.sd5.bc.ca/studentparent/SchoolMessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/
http://www.sd5.bc.ca/studentparent/SchoolMessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/=

