
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No student should be absent from the school unless the parent has 

notified the school of this absence. This includes leaving at lunch. If a 

student is not going to return after lunch, parents should notify the 

school of this absence. 
 

You can call the school at 250-865-4674, use the SchoolMessenger app, or 

email the school at ess.mailing@sd5.bc.ca to report any absence. 
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•Feb 2: No School

•Feb 9: Report Cards 
Published

•Feb: 16: No School

•Feb 19: No School 
(Family Day)

•Feb 21: Last day to 
withdraw from classes

•Feb 29: Newsletter

•Feb 29: Last day to order 
school clothing

mailto:ess.mailing@sd5.bc.ca


 

 

Elkford Secondary School 

2500 B Balmer Dr., 

PO Box 910, Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

Phone: 250-865-4674  Fax: 250-865-2915 

Website: http://www.sd5.bc.ca/school/ess 

Thomas Skelton, Principal 

Ryan McAllister, Vice Principal 

Vaping or Smoking is 

Prohibited on all school 

property. If any student 

requires support with 

quitting, please see the 

 School Counselor 

for assistance. 



 

Hello Everyone! 

My name is Katie Keast and I have been the School 
Counsellor at ESS and RMES for the past 5 years.  I was born 
in Ottawa and went to University in Peterborough and 
Kingston Ontario.  I have had many different jobs including 
teaching English in France, leading kids on canoe trips and 
working as a Forest Fire Fighter in Timmins Ontario. I moved 
to Fernie 8 years ago and did my Masters in Counselling 
Psychology.  When I’m not at school I love skiing in the winter 
and hiking and camping in the summer. I truly love working in 
Elkford.  Your kids are amazing.  I hope to meet you all in 
person one day! 

 

 

Hey ESS community! 

Mr Roszell here!  I've been teaching at ESS for 6 

years ranging from social studies, IT, Math, and 

Sciences.  I love teaching in Elkford and getting 

to know the wonderful students we have here.   

I grew up in Ontario and started my 

teaching career at outdoor education 

centers.  Then spent two years teaching science 

in Sweden before making my way to the Elk 

Valley. 

When I'm not at school I like skiing in the winter 

and biking, camping, and hiking in the summer. 

I'm grateful for another year at ESS and am 

excited to see the learning and growth in our 

students this semester! 

 



 

 



 

 

Check out our new 

 

 



Science is cool and fun!  
Grade nine students spent time checking out static 

electricity while grade twelve students taught about 

human body systems. Fetal pig dissections were the 

culminating highlight of the Anatomy class. 

 

 

 



 Senior French 
A fun final week with an awesome group of students! 

We started the week by doing "tire sur la neige" a 

traditional Quebec treat which involves boiling maple 

syrup and putting it on snow.  

For our final project we wrote children's books and 

then read them to Ms. Porter grade 5/6 students at 

the elementary school.  

Then on the last day of the semester, we travelled to 

Calgary to experience an authentic French restaurant. 

The students ordered in French at Purlieu bistro, and 

all enjoyed some delicious French cuisine! 

 

 



Winter in PE at Elkford Secondary School 
Rock-Climbing, World-Class Ski Resort, Cross-Country Skiing, Deadlifts, Boxing, 

Skating, Curling and Avalanche Training…LET’s GO!! 

Place based learning is at the heart of the Physical Education program at Elkford 

Secondary School. This enriched program works to support the interests of students 

as well as exploring and introducing students to new local active living activity 

opportunities within their community’s landscape. The goal is to not just have 

students be active within the “classroom” (gymnasium), but also to learn how to be 

active within their community.  

With these varied activities, adventures and experiences, students are able to test 

their grit, resilience, decision making and courage; as well as develop their physical 

strength and knowledge of local healthy living activities. Students are creating 

confidence in themselves, knowledge, and an ability to try new and difficult things.  

This focus of place-based learning, moving outside the classroom and supporting the 

development of active healthy future citizens would not be possible without the 

gracious support of the Elkford community. This winter has seen an upswing of 

individuals hearing the call for support and stepping in. Kelsey Hills and Tony 

Heather saw that PE student were interested in boxing, they immediately 

purchased a whole new boxing set up, so students could learn about and 

experience the fitness of boxing. The PE 8 class was short a chaperone for an 

epic cross country ski adventure, and two wonderful humans (Colleen and Frank 

Trosso) heard the call and volunteered immediately to break trail and support 

the students in the back of the pack (these two went far and beyond 

expectations). Financial support from The United Steel Workers, Lions Club, 

Sparwood Elk Valley Thrift Shop, Bears Paw Contracting, ESS PAC have all 

graciously helped the program grow and allow PE students these opportunities 

to be as inclusive and low cost/no cost as possible. Stepping outside of the immediate community, Fernie Alpine 

Resort, and Arq Climbing gym (Cranbrook) have both wildly reduced costs so students can try these lifelong 

recreational pursuits. Avalanche Canada even sent an instructor out to Elkford and introduced avalanche safety in 

the back country, for all PE students at no cost. This diverse support that students are receiving from this amazing 

community, is allowing this PE program to grow and support students in an array of ways.  

It has been an absolute pleasure to see students grow in strength and confidence as well as try activities they 

would not have otherwise consider until they had tried them. It has been heart warming to see and feel the 

support from the Elkford community in the enrichment of learning and experiences for their local students and 

future healthy Canadian citizens.  

Great hustle everyone and thank you, Mr. Gulyas. 

 

 



School Clothing Orders 
Available through school cash online. Orders due Feb 29, 2024 



 

MyEd Family Portal 
Report cards are coming soon. Now is a good time to familiarize yourself with the MyEd Family Portal. Since last year 

our school has done report cards electronically. Thus, cutting our paper waste and reducing the number of students 

that lose them on the way home. If you need any assistance, please feel free to contact us at the office  

250-865-4674.  

 

Click here for Family Portal Information. Also check out the quick notes below. 

file:///S:/Office/MyEd/MyEd%20Family%20Portal/SD%205%20Family-Portal-Instructions-To-Parents%20Edits.pdf


 

Payments 

 
Making payments to the school has never been easier with SchoolCashOnline. Of course, you can still pay the old 

fashion way at the office with Check or Cash. Please see the directions below, to pay any outstanding school fees. 

 

 

 



 

SchoolMessenger / SafeArrival 

 

How to Report an 

Absence 
 

SchoolMessenger SafeArrival 
 

To report an absence to the school you may 

choose any of the following methods:  

 

• call 1-833 566-1225  

• Access the website 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca  

• download App from Apple or Google Play  

 

Please choose the reason for your child’s 

absence from school: sick, appointment, 

family vacation, etc. Don’t forget to wait for 

confirmation # to ensure your child’s 

absence has been recorded. 

How to sign up for SMS 
 

School Messenger SMS 
 

Our district utilizes the School Messenger 

system to deliver text messages, straight to 

your mobile phone with important 

information about events, school closings, 

safety alerts and more.  

 

You can join by sending a text message of 

“Yes” or “Y” to 978338.  

 

Please make sure you are utilizing the 

cellular number that the school has on 

record. The cellular phone number for SMS 

must match the contact information on file. 

 

For more information and detailed instructions visit our support page on the School District 

Website 

http://www.sd5.bc.ca/studentparent/SchoolMessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/
http://www.sd5.bc.ca/studentparent/SchoolMessenger/Pages/default.aspx#/=

