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June Newsletter 

Administrator’s Message 
Dear Families,  
 
Here we are - the last month of school.  Time flies when you're having fun.  It has been a wonderful 
year of learning with your delightful children.  They make this school a great place to be with their 
kind nature, curious minds and helpful hearts.  As we enjoy this last month of school, I want to take 
this opportunity for supporting our school and helping your child be their best for each day of 
learning.  Here are some highlights for the last month of school for you to take note of:   
 
Cranbrook Track and Field  
With this wet weather, we are postponing the Cranbrook Track and Field meet to next week, June 
9th. Thank you to the parent volunteers who are coming to help supervise students and help with 
the timing of the track events.  If you would like to help out, please contact the office.   
 
Kindergarten Orientation 
Wednesday (June 3rd) we will be welcoming in the Kindergartners of 2026-2027 to the school for 
their Kootenay Orchards Kindergarten Orientation #KOKO.  If you know of anyone who is in our 
catchment area and hasn't yet registered, please have them contact the school ASAP so that they 
can be included in this day. 
 
Parent Appreciation Tea / Band Concert 
On June 11th, we will have a Parent Appreciation Tea in the library to say Thank You to our parents 
for the support throughout the year.  We very much appreciate our volunteer readers, the hot 
lunches, the field trip / special event support and of course the participation in PAC.  Grade 6 band 
students and the Kindergarten students will be performing a concert at 1:30.  Please come early to 
get a spot.  
 
Indigenous Celebration Day - June 17th 
Please join the fun at Rotary Park for the Indigenous Celebration day at Rotary Park from 12:00 - 
5:00 pm.  There will be drumming, dancing, beading, pine needle weaving, traditional games and 
more! 
 
Move-A-Thon 
We are excited to be doing our part to help the City of Cranbrook win $100,000 through the Partici-
pACTION contest to be named Canada’s Most Active City! Throughout the month of June, we are 
encouraging students to stay as active as possible. Stay tuned for more information to come. 
 
More fun.. 
There is much more in the works for June, keep up to date with your classroom teacher's                   
communication for classroom happenings. From Water Day to field trips in the community to               
Elizabeth Lake, the gymnastics club, Rails to Trails, the Primary Mystery tour and more - this month 
is packed with fun and excitement.  Don't forget the hats, water bottles, lunches and sunblock. 
 
Have a great last month of school and an even better summer! 
Carissa Hart 

 

ku̓qukupku—The ripening of Strawberries  

June 

Month at a Glance 

June 3 
*Kindergarten Orientation 
*PAC Hot Lunch 
Boston Pizza 
 

June 4 
Cupcake Sale sold by  
Mrs. Malmberg &  
Mrs. Adam’s Classes 
 

June 5 
Grade 6 Transition Day to Middle 
School 
 

June 9 
Intermediate Track & Field 
 

June 10 
KO Hot Lunch 
Pizza Pizza 
 

June 11 
*Year-End Concert 
   Kindergarten & Grade 5/6 
*Parent Appreciation Tea 
 

June 12 
Administration Day 
No School 
 

June 17 
PAC Hot Lunch 
Subway 
 

June 18 
Freezie Sale 
Mrs. Holbrook & Mrs. G 
 

June 19 
Primary Mystery Tour 
 

June 23 
School-Wide Water Day 
 

June 24 
School-Wide Pancake Breakfast 
 

June 25 
Last Day of School 
Early Dismissal at 11:00 am 
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Mrs. Malmberg’s & Mrs. Adams’ classes are   

fundraising for a field trip to the Movie Theatre!!   

 

 

Cupcake Sale 

When: Thursday, June 4th 

Time:  12:20 pm 

Where: Primary Hallway 

Cost:  $2.00 each 
 
 

Thank you in advance for your support!! 
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Freezie Sale!! 

Thursday, June 18th at Lunch 

Cost: $1.00 

 

Beat the heat with                
Mrs. Holbrook & Mrs. G with 
an ice cold large Mr. Freeze!! 

 

Students can hand in their money to their classroom 
teacher from Monday, June 15th to                               

Wednesday, June 17th. 

 



 4 

 

 

 
Zoe, Finley & Kenzie from Mrs. Halldorson’s Grade 5/6 

class would like to thank everyone who supported 

their bake sale May 26th.   

 

In total they were able to raise $377.55!!                                

All proceeds will be given to the Food Bank &             

Vancouver Children’s Hospital. 

 

********************************************* 
 

 

 

We are excited to announce that KO will be offering a Pizza Pizza hot lunch on 
Wednesday, June 11th.  

For $5.00, students can order a large slice of pizza and a juice box. An                    
additional slice of pizza may be ordered for $3.50. 

Please submit orders by Friday, June 5th using School Cash Online.  

(Note: This hot lunch is being hosted directly by Kootenay Orchards and not 
PAC. Please ensure orders are submitted on School Cash Online, not Muncha-

Lunch) 

********************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our lost and found is starting to get very full!!  Please remind your                

child/ren to take a look to see if anything belongs to them.  Items that are 

left behind at the end of June will be donated to a local thrift store.  

 

https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
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PAC News!! 

Bike to School Week—Bike Parade! 
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Mrs. Linardic’s Class  
All about butterflies!!  
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PAC News!! 

April Showers, May Flowers!! 
Mrs. Malmberg’s Class 



 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Reinarz’s Class  
All about spring flowers!!  
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Mrs. Halldorson’s Grade 5/6 Class 
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Screen Use Among Students  

Our children are growing up in an era where researchers are still learning about the long-term 

impacts of constant digital connection - particularly on brain development, emotional regulation 

and cognitive functioning.  

Current research suggests there are correlations between increased screen time and decreased 

attention and focus, reduced vocabulary development, and decreased physical activity. 

To better understand the importance of early brain architecture and how interactions like “serve 
and return” communication in the early years help build neural brain pathways that support           
vocabulary, language and reading - please click here to view a series of short videos from the 
Centre on the Developing Child at Harvard University.   
 

An important question to consider when children are on their devices is:  

What developmental experiences might children be missing when they 

are engaged with screens?  

Stats from the Middle Years Development Index, February 2026 – KOES, Grade 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNrnZag17Ek
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Digital Devices in Schools 

A reminder that during the school day, students are not permitted to use personal digital devices 

(e.g., cell phones, smartwatches, or smart glasses). We are seeing an increase in these devices at 

school, and students themselves report that they can be distracting and take away from being  

fully present in their learning and in their face-to-face social interactions.  

There are some exceptions, including: teacher-approved learning activities (particularly in older 

grades), medical needs (such as checking insulin levels on a device), accessibility or IEP supports 

(e.g., speech-to-text) 

Aside from these exceptions, the expectation at Kootenay Orchards Elementary is that any               

personal digital device brought to school remains in the student’s backpack from the morning bell 

to the dismissal bell. 

Students are welcome to use the school phone at appropriate times for communication with 

home. Parents are also welcome to call the office to leave messages for their child, or email 

koes.mailing@sd5.bc.ca. 
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Celebrate the Ktunaxa Language!! 

Scan the QR codes below with your phone’s camera 

to hear the word in Ktuanxa. 

ʔa·q̓uku  

Strawberry  

ʔaqsuk̓ut  

To be summer 

yuwat ̓ 

Bee 

natanik ̓ 

Sun  

We would like to acknowledge that we learn, play and 
work on the Homelands of the Ktunaxa people. 


