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April Newsletter 

Administrator’s Message 

Read-A-Thon 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our families for your incredible support           

during our Read-A-Thon event. Your encouragement of your children’s reading, along with the 

generous sponsorship donations, made a significant impact. We are excited to share that we 

raised $8,146—wow! 

These funds will be used to purchase an iPad storage cart, STEM supplies, contribute toward 

the playground, and add additional gym equipment. Great work, students, for spending so 

much time with BOOKS! 

Arts in the Orchards 

On the afternoons of April 9th and 10th, students will have the opportunity to sign up for an 

art activity of their choice for Arts in the Orchards. These activities will be led by different  

teachers and community members, with mixed-grade groups, in spaces that are new and             

exciting for students. 

We are grateful to have teachers, staff, grandparents, parents, community members, and even 

retired teachers leading a wide variety of activities. Some of the options include pottery, nature 

weaving, string art, wind chime making, needle felting, rock painting, tie-dye shirts, sewing       

animal stuffies, dot painting, rocket launchers, and more! 

Thank you to PAC for generously providing up to $50 per classroom to help cover the cost of 

additional supplies. 

Pedestrians, Bikes, and Traffic 

We love seeing our bike racks full! With the arrival of nicer weather, we are encouraging            

students to walk or bike to school. Regular physical activity can help regulate emotions,               

improve fitness, and even support memory and learning. The recommendation for elementary-

aged students is 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous activity each day, and walking or biking 

to school is a great way to build those active minutes. 

As more students walk and bike to school, we kindly ask drivers to exercise caution and  reduce 

their speed around the school grounds. Your cooperation in keeping our students safe is  

greatly appreciated. 

Looking Ahead to 2026–2027 

As we prepare for the 2026–2027 school year, we encourage kindergarten families who have 

not yet registered to do so as soon as possible. If your family is planning to move or is                

considering transferring to a different school, please let the office know. 

If you haven’t already, we also encourage you to review the District’s new Classroom Place-

ment Policy. Parents who would like to provide information or input regarding their child’s 

placement for the upcoming school year are asked to read the policy and submit Form 358 to 

the office by May 31. 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. 

Kind regards, 

Carissa Hart 

kak̓kmi  

April 

Month at a Glance 

April 3 
Good Friday 
No School 
 
April 6 
Easter Monday 
No School 
 
April 8 
Class Photos 
 
April 10 
PAC Hot Lunch 
Pizza Hut 
 
April 17 
Non Instructional Day 
No School 
 
April 21-23 
Book Fair  
 
April 22 
PAC Hot Lunch 
Taco Time 
 
April 23 
Spring Concert at 1:30 pm 
 
April 27 
Pro-D Day 
No School 
 
May 5 & 6 
Early Dismissal at 12:05 pm 

Student-Led Conferences 

 
 

https://csepguidelines.ca/guidelines/children-youth/
https://csepguidelines.ca/guidelines/children-youth/
https://media.sd5.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap-358-classroom-placement.1b566b17486.pdf
https://media.sd5.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap-358-classroom-placement.1b566b17486.pdf
https://media.sd5.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap-358-1-classroom-placement-form.4ee85117485.pdf
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Kootenay Orchards Read-A-Thon 

We would like to give a big thank you to all our KO students that participated in the 

Read-A-Thon!!!!  In total, our school read 55,900 minutes which equals a little over 

931 hours!!! Additionally, families raised $8,146.96 for our school.  Way to go KO!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Fundraisers 

Top Fundraiser: Reuben Schielke—Mrs. Malmberg’s Class 

Honorable Mentions Fundraisers: Maxwell Thacker (Mrs. Feltham), April Kemperman (Mrs. Kingwell), 

Madi Hoffman (Mrs. Potter), Reegan Maracle (Mrs. Adams) & Micah Kemperman (Ms. Boss) 

 

In-School Read-A-Thon Challenge Class Pizza Party Winners 

Primary: Mr. Flegel  

Intermediate : Mrs. Kingwell 
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Student-Led Conferences 

All students will have early dismissal on Tuesday, May 5th &                           

Wednesday, May 6th for Student-Led Conferences.  On these days, students 

will be dismissed at 12:05 pm.  Teachers will be sending home more                 

information with students closer to those dates. 

For families that have bus students, it is highly encouraged that                

alternate arrangements are made for both these days.  For those that     

cannot make alternate arrangements, please kindly                                                                  

contact our office (250) 426-8551. 

 

 

 

The Kootenay Orchards Running Club is back up and  running for 

spring!! Intermediate students who have completed a permission form 

can run a loop around the neighborhood with their class.  If your child 

would like to participate and has not completed a permission form, 

please have them ask their classroom teacher.  

 

 

 

As we begin planning for the upcoming school year, we ask that any families            
planning to relocating to another community for September to please let the school 

office know.    
 

This information allows us to plan classes accordingly and prepare your student’s 
file for transfer. 
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Students in Mrs. Malmberg, Mrs. Adams, Ms. Boss, Mr. Flegel, Mrs. Reinarz & 

Mrs. Kingwell’s classes will be performing in the Spring Music Concert taking 

place on Thursday, April 23rd.   

We welcome Parents/Guardians to come watch the performance.                    

Doors will open at 1:00 pm and performance will take place at 1:30.   

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Fair 2026 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Halldorson & Mrs. Potter 
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Grade 6 Year-End Trip   

Homestead Candle Company Fundraiser 

 
In June, Grade 6 students will be visiting Around the Bend 

Creekside Farms.  To help with the costs, they are excited to have 

partnered with Homestead Candle Co., a local business, for a    

special candle fundraiser.  
 

These candles make beautiful Mother’s Day gifts or a cozy                 

addition to your home. Homestead Candle Co. is proudly owned 

and operated by a Cranbrook husband-and-wife team, alongside 

their three daughters.  
 

The candles are 11 oz and have an  approximate burn time of         

90 hours.  Each  candle is thoughtfully handcrafted using                   

premium soy wax, a cotton wick, and high-quality fragrance oils 

that are free from harsh chemicals like phthalates and                      

parabens—creating a clean, long-lasting burn. 
 

There are 8 scents to choose from and sample candles will be 

available to smell in the school office before ordering. 
 

Candles are $31.50 and for every purchase made, the Grade 6 

class receives $8.00!! To place an order, please visit School Cash 

Online. Orders can be placed from April 1-21 and will be sent 

home the week of May 4th. 
 

Thank you in advance for supporting the  

Grade 6 Year-End Field Trip!! 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
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To register for Ready, Set, Learn, please contact the school 

office by calling (250) 426-8551 or emailing Mrs. Gaudord 

koes.mailing@sd5.bc.ca  

mailto:koes.mailing@sd5.bc.ca
mailto:cathy.gaudord@sd5.bc.ca


 8 

                                                                                                                    

 

The Student Learning Survey (SLS) is an opportunity for parents to                             

provide feedback about curriculum changes, learning environment, student 

wellness and satisfaction, student belonging and engagement and career                     

preparation.  The parent and guardian / caregiving survey is available until            

Friday May 2nd; it takes approximately 30 minutes to complete.  Your                     

responses are voluntary and anonymous.  Schools and school districts use this              

information to make  informed decisions around long-term planning and goal 

setting.  For more   information, please see the attached letter from the                

Ministry of Education and Child Care.  To access the survey,                                    

please click the following link:  

https://www.awinfosys.com/SurveyFull1/central/main/access.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.awinfosys.com/SurveyFull1/central/main/access.asp
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Celebrate the Ktunaxa Language!! 

Scan the QR codes below with your phone’s camera 

to hear the word in Ktuanxa. 

kak̓kmi  

April 

ȼik̓ku  

Robin 

waⱡuk̓kukut  

Rain 

watak  

Frog 

We would like to acknowledge that we learn, play and 
work on the Homelands of the Ktunaxa people. 


