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SSS PAC MEETING AGENDA
Wednesday, November 20th, 2024 @ SSS Library 6:00PM
Meeting start: 6:02PM
Attendance: Mrs Hay, Nicole Latka, Krissy Bursey, Lana Dortman, Tanya Lions, Nicole Pallone, Ashley Frere, Taylie Bruce, Michelle & Jeff Gallinger, Tracey Erickson, Nicole Senycz, Tiffany Rybachuk
Welcome – We would like to acknowledge this meeting is taking place on the homelands of the Ktunaxa people.

Approval of minutes: October 16th, 2024
1st Krissy Bursey
2nd Nicole Latka

Treasurer report: 
$        326.51 in gaming 
$     1,017.78 in general  
School Trustee Report
December Report Below.

Principal’s Report 
Halloween and spirit week, success. Students did a really good job. Impressed by what the children have come up with and put together. 

Couple of presentations: one for Grade7-9: “Live different” Group came and spoke about making and having a positive mind set, taking care of your mental health. Impact all this can have on your life. Presenters are in their early 20s and did a really good job in connecting with the students. 

Indigenous theatre presentation: budget specific for indigenous events, learning, etc. Where have all the buffalo gone.

Remembrance Day ceremony – shared event between Frank J and SSS. No representation from Legion. 
Choir was great!! 

Had unscheduled fire alarm. Went really well. Evacuation went really well. A Student pulled the fire alarm before school started so unsure how many kids were already here. Regardless went really well. Couple of things learned: (designated teachers if Mrs. Hay and/or Mrs. Conlin away – Mrs. Lowe and Mr. Larson). There was a jam of parents dropping off kids and not knowing. Next time will send designated teachers with safety vests to stop parents from coming down and dropping kids off. Buses will be allowed through. Problems with people walking through fire lanes, once fire trucks was here, students understood the fire lanes and remained away from the area. 

Report cards were published. Parents having issues with portals. Include instructions on how to navigate the site. Second year for Graduation status that include graduation requirements.

Survey – Sr boys’ bathroom and trouble spot for the school. Known vaping and vandalism. One door has been removed that portrayed an image that could be portrayed at hateful – cannot leave the hate symbols. There are several single use bathrooms for privacy, change room in gym. One toilet stall in the bathroom that doesn’t have a door. Students have been educated and informed to why certain things are taken away in the bathroom. 
Survey of feelings of safety and thoughts on safe spaces in the school. 
Ideas: take doors off and walls down. Idea of making each wall external wall in each bathroom pony walls to still create privacy but not secrecy. 
Multiple engagements with the students regarding the bathrooms that will continue through the school year.
There is a need to have and provide an alternate space to gather. MRP comfortable space to gather. MORE TO COME REGARDING BATHROOMS.

Senior girls qualified for Provincials. Going to Nanaimo in about a week. Pep-rally coming up to celebrate the Sr team and all the current school teams. 
Question regarding new sports equipment: why did only the senior girls receive new volleyballs this season. 
Mrs Hay was not aware that only one team received new equipment. 
Parent discussion regarding what jerseys are needed and the frustration with the lack of a response, acknowledgement and help to receive this information. 

· PAC to take on doing letters to take that on to get letters out and start to fundraiser/accumulate money to purchase jerseys for all the teams/clubs that require jerseys. Mrs Hay will send Tiffany the list to which teams require, and we’ll roll from there. 
Correspondence 
1. BCCPAC Granted Ministry Funding to Support Anti-Racism in BC Schools: see info below.
2. BCCPAC Virtual Membership Summit on Saturday, November 30, 2024 from 8:30 am to 4 pm: One Step at a Time: Strengthening Connections, Shaping Our Path. See info below.
Old Business
1. Gaming Grant. Officially received a letter on the 6th of November that we did not receive a Community Grant this year. There are outstanding reports from 2021 and 2024. The letter did also note 2023, but this was submitted. Gaming was contacted and this was corrected. We know that the Grad Committee for 2024/2025 has received info from previous Grad Committee so Tiffany has talked with them and will work with them for information required to complete to outstanding report filings. As for 2021 this was a COVID year, so shouldn’t be a lot of info to dig into. Tiffany will drop in with the bank to get statements from 2021 to complete and submit this outstanding report as well.
2. 2024/2025 Yearbook: any Grad student(s) willing to take on for Capstone?
3. Fundraising ideas: 50/50, submit application to Lions Club for Bingos.
DPAC
Meeting via Teams Wed Nov 13th – not a lot happening thus far. Each school representative introduced themselves and talked about what is going on in their school so far this year. 
This will be the last year that DPAC pays for each PAC BCCPAC Membership. Membership is $100/school year.
Next meeting Wed Jan 8th, 2025
SSS PAC is in need of a DPAC representative.

New Business 
Hot chocolate and cookies for students for semester change over. 

ADDITIONS: NIL

Meeting adjourned @ 7:10PM
Next Meeting: Wednesday January 15th @ 6PM in SSS Library.
SSS PAC 2024/2025 Meetings:
	December – NO MEETING
	March 19th
	June 18th 

	January 15th                               
	April 16th 

	February 19th                              
	MAY 21st 










Trustee Bellina's December 2024 Report
Greetings to all FJMES and SSS students, teachers, staff and especially parents who have loaned us your children throughout their years in Sparwood to educate.  We are indebted to you!

It's hard to believe that we are saying farewell to 2024!  It has been another interesting year at FJMES and SSS for us all!  I thoroughly enjoyed judging the Capstone Fair projects.  The vision of students in developing their projects and seeing them through to completion was inspiring to me.  I'm so proud of the students and the mentors they recognized...their teachers who encouraged them throughout their years at FJMES and SSS.  I am so pleased to hear personally from some of our students that they wish to come back here to teach when they leave their post secondary courses.  That is such GREAT news to know that our teaching staff will continue to grow with more GREAT teachers.  Our teachers set such good examples that students are choosing the teaching profession. 

I am looking forward to attending the FJMES Christmas Concert in a few days.  It is always a great event to lift our holiday spirits, and take us back to attending children performances in past years.  Everyone loves the FJMES Christmas concert and I look forward to it every year.  It's lots of work for teachers, student performers and parents helping out, and the final performances, for the audiences that are able to attend and enjoy, never disappoint! .  Good luck to everyone on December 18th!!

The monthly meeting of the Board of Education was held at the Cranbrook Board Office on December 10, 2024.
Motions carried at the meeting were as follows:
THAT an invitation be written by the Board of Education, requesting the new Minister of Education and Child Care, Lisa Beare, visit Cranbrook and tour Mount Baker Secondary School.  This letter will include documentation of the telephone discussions between Chairperson McPhee and the Minister of Education and Childcare.  A letter will also be written to the Minister of Infrastructure, Bowinn Ma, to document telephone discussions with Chairperson McPhee.
Contact:  Chairperson Doug McPhee, 250-489-9622
THAT the Mission, Vision and Values for the French Immersion program be approved as presented.
Contact:  Chairperson Doug McPhee, 250-489-9622
THAT the finalized Strategic Plan for School District No. 5 (Southeast Kootenay) be approved, published and distributed.
Contact:  Chairperson Doug McPhee, 250-489-9622

My activities since my last report are:
November 14th     - Provincial SEY2KT (Strengthening Early Years to Kindergarten Transition) Meeting
(November 21-24 - BCSTA Academy in Vancouver - I cancelled with the snow storm and terrible roads) 
November 25th.    -  Monthly Board Committee Meetings
December 10th     - Monthly Board Meeting
December 11th     - Capstone Fair at SSS
Please contact me at any time if I can assist you in any way in my capacity as your school trustee.  I'm always available to listen to your concerns or just to chat 
Bev Bellina
Sparwood School Trustee, SD5 


CORRESPONDENCE
		1. BCCPAC Granted Ministry Funding to Support
Anti-Racism in BC Schools
We’re excited to announce that BCCPAC has been granted $40,000 in funding from the Ministry of Education and Child Care to launch the Parent Engagement and Communications Initiative as part of the K-12 Anti-Racism Action Plan. We are grateful for our ongoing partnership and this additional support from the Ministry to expand our shared commitment to foster inclusive, supportive school communities across BC.
Through this initiative, we’ll create a communication series with short videos, speakers, and live online conversations to engage and support parents and caregivers in fostering anti-racist school communities. We have established a project advisory group made up of Indigenous, Black and other racialized people. This group will play a central role in guiding our efforts and ensuring our approach reflects the voices and experiences of the students and communities most impacted by racism. The advisory group includes parents and representatives from partner organizations who are dedicated to anti-racism in education.
We look forward to collaborating with families and community members to make a lasting impact. Stay tuned for updates as we work together for positive change in BC’s schools!






		






		






				











2. One Step at a Time: Strengthening Connections, Shaping Our Path
A reminder that registration is open for the 2024 BCCPAC Virtual Membership Summit on Saturday, November 30, 2024 from 8:30 am to 4 pm.
This year’s theme, "One Step at a Time: Strengthening Connections, Shaping Our Path" reflects the Board’s commitment to coming together as a community to support each other’s learning and growth, and to building a collective path forward for parent leadership in public education.
For the first time, this fall summit is open to all individual parents and caregivers within our member PACs and DPACs. Whether you’re new to BCCPAC or deeply involved, your voice matters and we’re looking forward to working with you all to strengthen knowledge and connections across the province and shape a positive future.
Why Attend?
Resources and Training for Every Parent and Caregiver: Our sessions will offer tools, insights and training in governance, advocacy and effective leadership within your PAC or DPAC, building capacity.
Updates from the Ministry of Education and Child Care: A representative from the Ministry of Education and Child Care will provide some updates to attendees on the work of the Ministry. You can also submit a question, when you register for the event, which may be used in the Q&A portion of this session.
A Path Forward Together: This summit is designed to bring together PAC and DPAC members from across BC alongside the BCCPAC Board. We need your ideas and perspectives to help shape BCCPAC’s strategic goals and priorities.
Virtual Summit Registration
This is a fully online event, open to all parents and caregivers whose PAC is a BCCPAC member in good standing (or hold an Executive position in a member DPAC). Registration is required for access, so register now to secure your place.
REGISTER FOR THE SUMMIT BY NOVEMBER 25
Check to see if your PAC or DPAC is a BCCPAC member in good standing: Membership List
If your PAC is not already a member, encourage them to join! Membership Registration
Pre-Summit Input
If you register by TODAY, you will also be able to submit:
· Questions for the Ministry of Education and Child Care Q&A session
· Strategic Planning breakout session topics
Schedule of Events
Our one-day virtual summit includes presentations and interactive sessions including our Advocacy Project, PAC/DPAC Governance and Strategic Planning with Membership.
VIEW THE FULL SUMMIT SCHEDULE
Virtual Exhibitor Passport Contest
During the coffee, lunch and snack breaks, explore our virtual exhibitor booths. Participate in the Exhibitor Passport Contest by visiting booths for a chance to win prizes!
This is your opportunity to connect, contribute and help build a collective future for our children’s education, one step at a time. Register now to secure your spot and join us for this important virtual summit.
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